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Eperara language 


Eperara a.k.a. Epena (Southern Embera) is an Embera language of 
Colombia, with about 250 speakers in Ecuador. 
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Orthography 


- a-[a] 

- a-[a] 

- b - [b] 

- ch - [t J] 

- d - [d] 

- e - [e] 

- e-[e] 


Eperara 

Saija 

Epena 

Native to Colombia 

Native speakers 3,552 in 

Colombia and 
Ecuador(2004- 
2011 )! 1 ] 

plus an unknown 
number in 
Panama! 2 ] 

Language Chocoan 

family 

■ Embera 
■ Southern 

- Eperara 
Language codes 
ISO 639-3 sja 

Glottolog epenl239 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/epenl2 
39 )! 3 ] 


- e-[9] 

- e-[§] 

- g - [g] 

- i - [0 

- r-m 

■ T - [i] (also written as i in some texts) 

- i-[i] 

- j - [h] 

- k-[k] 


- k' - [k h ] 
■ m - [m] 

- n - [n] 

- o - [o] 

- 6 - [o] 

- P - [p] 


- P’ - [P h ] 















- r - [r~r] 

- s-[s] 

- t-[t] 

- f - [t h ] 

- u - [u] 

- u - [u] 

■ w - [w] 

- y-0] 

Glottal stops are represented with hyphens. 

Long vowels are doubled. 

C, f, h, 1, n, q, v, x, z are used in foreign words and names 

Phonology^ 


Consonants 



Bilabial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 


plain 

P 

t 


k 

? 

Stop 

aspirated 

P h 

t h 


k h 



voiced 

b 



g 


Affricate 



tJT 



Fricative 


s 



h 

Nasal 

m 

n 




Liquid 

trill 


r 




tap 


r 




Approximant 

w 


j 




Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i T i: 

iii: 

u u u: 


eee: 

000 : 

o 6 o: 

Low 


a a a: 



Notes 


1. "Epena" (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/sja). Ethnologue. Retrieved 2018-07-23. 

2 Eperara language (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/sja/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 
2015) 

















3. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Epena" (http ://g lotto I 
og.org/resource/languoid/id/epenl239). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

4. Eperara language and pronunciation (https://www.omniglot.com/writing/eperara.htm), 

Omniglot. 

5. Harms, Philip Lee (1984). Fonologfa del epena pedee (saija). 
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External links 


■ Epena (https://ids.clld.org/contributions/248) (Intercontinental Dictionary Series) 
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